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CHAPTER I - OBJECTIVE AND SCOPE OF THE LAW

ARTICLE 1 - OBJECTIVE AND SCOPE OF THE LAW
1.1 The present Law establishes the legal framework for the development, production and
dissemination of official statistics.

1.2 Official statistics in the context of the present Law:

(a) Are statistics describing on a representative basis the economic, demographic, social
and environmental phenomena of [country name];

(b) Shall be developed, produced and disseminated in compliance with the provisions of
the present Law, the United Nations Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics
(A/RES/68/261) [and the European statistics Code of Practice/National Code of Practice] as well
as internationally agreed statistical standards and recommendations;

(c) Shall be referred to as official statistics in the statistical programmes.

1.3 The provisions of this law apply to any data in the possession of Producers of Official
Statistics.

ARTICLE 2 - PARTIES TO THE LAW

2.1 The National Statistical System of [country name], consisting of Producers of Official
Statistics

within [country name], comprises:

(a) The National Statistical Office [replace with its official name everywhere in the Law],
which is the leading authority of the National Statistical System;

(b) Other Producers of Official Statistics, consisting of organizational entities of national
authorities that develop, produce and disseminate official statistics in accordance with the
present Law.

2.2 Respondents, consisting of persons, households, private and public entities that are
requested to provide information about themselves, including their activities, through data
collections carried out by Producers of Official Statistics.

2.3 Administrative data providers, consisting of national and local authorities that provide
Producers of Official Statistics with data collected primarily for administrative purposes.

2.4 Users of official statistics, including the general public, the media, researchers and
students, businesses, national and local authorities, non-governmental organizations,
international organizations and authorities of other countries who receive or access official
statistics.

2.5 The Statistical Council, broadly representing different user categories, as described in
Article 8.



CHAPTER Il - MAIN PRINCIPLES AND DEFINITIONS OF
OFFICIAL STATISTICS

ARTICLE 3 - MAIN PRINCIPLES OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS

3.1 All Producers of Official Statistics shall develop, produce and disseminate official
statistics of [country name] according to the following main principles of official statistics and
other agreed statistical principles:

(a) Professional independence, meaning that Producers of Official Statistics shall decide,
independently and free from any pressures or interference from political or other external
sources, on the development, production and dissemination of statistics, including the
selection of data sources, concepts, definitions, methods and classifications to be used, and
the timing and content of all forms of dissemination. Producers of Official Statistics, in their
respective areas of competence, may comment publicly on statistical issues and any misuse of
official statistics;

(b) Impartiality and objectivity, meaning that official statistics must be developed,
produced and disseminated in a neutral, reliable and unbiased manner according to
professional standards and free from any political statements or considerations. All users must
be given equal and simultaneous access to official statistics;

(c) Accuracy and reliability, meaning that official statistics must reflect as faithfully,
accurately and consistently as possible the reality and be based on scientific criteria used for
the selection of sources, methods and procedures;

(d) Coherence and comparability, meaning that statistics are consistent internationally and
comparable over time and across regions and countries;

(e) Clarity and transparency, meaning that official statistics must be presented in a clear
and understandable way, and the methods and procedures applied must be transparently
communicated to users to facilitate proper interpretation;

(f) Statistical confidentiality and exclusive use for statistical purposes, meaning that
individual data collected or obtained by Producers of Official Statistics that refer to natural or
legal persons are to be strictly confidential and used exclusively for statistical purposes;

(8) Relevance, meaning the degree to which official statistics meet current and emerging
user needs and honour citizens’ right to public information.

ARTICLE 4 - DEFINITIONS

4.1 For the purpose of the present Law, the following definitions shall apply:



(a) Use for statistical purposes means the exclusive use of data for the development and
production of official statistics, statistical analyses and statistical services, including all
activities regulated by the present Law;

(b) Statistical survey means the primary collection of individual data from respondents of a
given population carried out by a Producer of Official Statistics exclusively for statistical
purposes through the systematic use of statistical methodology;

(c) Administrative data means data collected by, or on behalf of, national and local
authorities other than a Producer of Official Statistics, for administrative purposes in conformity
with legal bases other than statistical legislation;

(d) Statistical unit means the bearer of statistical characteristics;
(e) Individual data means the most detailed level of data about statistical units;
(f) Identifier means a sequence of characters allowing unique identification of a statistical

unit from its name, exact geographical location or identification number. An identifier may allow
direct identification, meaning the identification of an individual statistical unit from one or a
combination of identifiers. Identification done by any other means is referred to as indirect
identification;

(8) Dissemination means the activity of making official statistics, statistical analyses,
statistical services and metadata accessible to users;

(h) Release means the dissemination activity by which official statistics, including revised
statistics, become publicly known for the first time;

(i) Production means all the activities related to the necessary collection, processing,
analysis and storage of data to compile official statistics;

() Development means the activities to set up, strengthen and improve statistical
methods, concepts, standards and procedures used for the production and dissemination of
official statistics;

(k) Metadata means data and other documentation that describe statistical data and
statistical processes in a standardised way by providing information on data sources, methods,
definitions, classifications and data quality.

CHAPTER Il - ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL
STATISTICAL SYSTEM

ARTICLE 5 - NATIONAL STATISTICAL OFFICE

5.1 The National Statistical Office is a professionally independent body organized under the
authority of [Prime Minister / President of the country].

5.2 The National Statistical Office is the main Producer of Official Statistics in [country
name] and responsible for coordinating all activities for the development, production and



dissemination of official statistics within the National Statistical System. The National
Statistical Office cannot be assigned responsibilities that are in contradiction with the
provisions and principles of Article 3 of the present Law.

ARTICLE 6 - CHIEF STATISTICIAN [REPLACE WITH THE OFFICIAL TITLE
EVERYWHERE IN THE LAW]

6.1 The National Statistical Office is led by the Chief Statistician [replace with the official
title everywhere in the Law] appointed by [Prime Minister / President of the country on the
proposal of the government] for a fixed term of [X] years, on the basis of a publicly announced
vacancy and an open competition based on the relevant professional competences only. The
initial term of office may be renewed once. [Any further renewal shall be done exclusively on the
basis of a new publicly announced vacancy and an open competition.]

6.2 The term of office of the Chief Statistician cannot be terminated before its expiry for any
reasons compromising statistical principles. The term of office may be terminated only for the
following reasons:

(a) Own resignation of the Chief Statistician;

(b) Termination of citizenship;

(c) A court decision declaring the Chief Statistician incapable or of limited capacity to work;
(d) A lawful sentence of the court for intentional crime, or imprisonment according to the

lawful sentence of the court;
(e) Death of the Chief Statistician, in which case the duties shall be considered terminated.

6.3 The Chief Statistician shall foster the professional independence of the National
Statistical System and lead its strategic development and stakeholder relations to enhance the
value of official statistics. The Chief Statistician shall represent the National Statistical System
at the international level.

6.4 The Chief Statistician shall be responsible for the executive management of the National
Statistical Office, including its central and regional offices, in full conformity with statistical
legislation and shall independently decide on the structure, tasks and appointment of the staff,
including Deputies.

6.5 The Chief Statistician shall decide on the content of the draft multi-year and annual
statistical programmes and the implementation reports, in compliance with procedures defined
in Articles 10- 14.

6.6 The Chief Statistician may issue standards and guidelines as [insert correct legal
category] to be applied across the National Statistical System for the development, production
and dissemination of official statistics.

6.7 The Chief Statistician may promote the use of the standards and classifications applied
in official statistics by respondents and administrative data providers.



ARTICLE 7 - OTHER PRODUCERS OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS

7.1 Other Producers of Official Statistics shall be professionally independent entities within
their respective organizations with exclusive or primary activities related to the development,
production and dissemination of official statistics. These entities cannot be assigned
responsibilities that are in contradiction with the provisions and principles of Article 3 of the
present Law.

7.2 Other Producers of Official Statistics shall be responsible for the development,
production and dissemination of official statistics, as assigned in the annual statistical
programme. The functions shall be carried out in full conformity with statistical legislation and
standards issued by the Chief Statistician.

7.3 The Heads of Other Producers of Official Statistics shall be appointed on the basis of a
publicly announced vacancy and an open competition based on the relevant professional
competence.

CHAPTER IV - STATISTICAL COUNCIL AND OTHER
ADVISORY BODIES

ARTICLE 8 - STATISTICAL COUNCIL

8.1 The Statistical Council shall be the main advisory body to the government and the Chief
Statistician on issues of strategic importance to official statistics of [country name]. The
mandate and composition of the Statistical Council, as well as its work, shall be public.

8.2 The Statistical Council shall be composed of at least [insert number] appointed
members who broadly represent different user categories. The public sector representatives
must not form the majority of the Statistical Council. The Chief Statistician shall be a member of
the Statistical Council, and the National Statistical Office shall provide the secretariat. The
National Statistical Office shall be granted adequate resources necessary for covering the costs
of the functioning of the Statistical Council.

8.3 The members of the Statistical Council shall be appointed by the [government /
President of the country] upon a proposal on the bodies or groups to be represented. Their
period of office shall be limited to [insert number] years. The Statistical Council shall elect from
its members a chairperson who is not a representative of public administration.

8.4 The Statistical Council shall carry out the following tasks:

(a) Make proposals for strategic development of official statistics and ensure that the
statistical programmes reflect the priority information needs of society;

(b) Evaluate the implementation of the statistical programmes and follow up on the
implementation of strategic development activities;

(c) Assess and advice on issues of compliance with the principles of official statistics;



(d) Adopt the rules of procedure of the Statistical Council to regulate its tasks, organization,
working methods and decision making.

8.5 The Statistical Council may carry out independent external evaluations of specific
domains, activities or organizational entities within the National Statistical System.

ARTICLE 9 - OTHER ADVISORY BODIES

9.1 The Chief Statistician may set up other advisory bodies with members from within and
outside of the National Statistical System in support of strategic and methodological activities
in official statistics. The mandates and composition of these bodies, as well as their work, shall
be public.

CHAPTERV - COORDINATION OF THE NATIONAL
STATISTICAL SYSTEM AND STATISTICAL
PROGRAMMES

ARTICLE 10 - COORDINATION OF NATIONAL STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES

10.1 Al Producers of Official Statistics shall use uniform, internationally agreed concepts,
definitions, classifications and methods wherever possible. The National Statistical Office
promotes common practices across the National Statistical System.

ARTICLE 11 - PROGRAMMING OF NATIONAL STATISTICAL ACTIVITIES

11.1  Statistical programmes, including a multi-year statistical programme and an annual
statistical programme, shall be established as key instruments for effective strategic and
operational management and coordination of activities in the National Statistical System.

11.2 The National Statistical Office shall be in charge of preparing the statistical
programmes, in close consultation with users of statistics, respondents and administrative data
providers. Other Producers of Official Statistics shall be involved in the process and provide the
National Statistical Office with the necessary inputs.

11.83 The Chief Statistician shall decide on the inclusion of producers, their deliveries and
related activities in the draft statistical programmes based on a transparent, documented
process using the following criteria:

(a) The producer demonstrates its capability and willingness to comply with the provisions
of the present Law and the principles of official statistics as defined in Articles 1 and 3;

(b) The deliveries and activities shall not duplicate those conducted by other producers nor
result in an excessive burden on respondents.



11.4 The National Statistical Office, in close coordination with the Other Producers of Official
Statistics, shall be in charge of reporting on the implementation of the statistical programmes
including, if needed, measures for improvement. The reports shall be submitted for opinion to
the Statistical Council. The implementation reports and the opinion of the Statistical Council
shall be made public.

ARTICLE 12 - MULTI-YEAR STATISTICAL PROGRAMME

12.1 A multi-year statistical programme shall be established for the National Statistical
System to define the strategic development of official statistics of [country name], aiming at
satisfying existing and emerging user needs.

12.2  The multi-year statistical programme shall provide a vision and priorities for the
development of the National Statistical System for the next [select: five or other number] years
and establish the required deliveries and development actions, weighing them against the
necessary resources.

ARTICLE 13 - ANNUAL STATISTICAL PROGRAMME

13.1  Anannual statistical programme of the National Statistical System shall be established
each year as an operational translation of the multi-year statistical programme to update the list
of Producers of Official Statistics and to provide the legal basis for:

(a) All official statistics to be released;
(b) All statistical surveys to be carried out by the Producers of Official Statistics;
(c) All transmissions of administrative data or data from other existing sources to

Producers of Official Statistics;
(d) Main development activities of official statistics;
(e) Statistical registers to be maintained and developed.

13.2 The programme shall include the type and frequency of all official statistics to be
released (letter a, paragraph 13.1) as well as, for each, the producer, the relation to international
requirements and linkages with strategic activities of the multi-year statistical programme.

13.3 The programme shallinclude all surveys to be carried out by Producers of Official
Statistics (letter b, paragraph 13.1) and, for each survey, the methods of data collection, an
estimate of the response burden (such as the approximate number and type of respondents),
whether the survey will be conducted on a voluntary or compulsory basis and the statistics or
statistical registers to which the survey provides input.

13.4 The programme shallinclude a list of all administrative data sets or any other data sets
that are transmitted to Producers of Official Statistics (letter c, paragraph 13.1) and, for each
dataset, the name of the dataset, the provider, the receiving Producer of Official Statistics, the
statistics or statistical registers to which the transmission provides input, the frequency of data
transfer and the types of statistical units. This can be replaced by a reference to a memorandum



of understanding or any other agreement governing the transmission of data that contains the
necessary information and is publicly available.

13.5 The programme shall include information on the main annual development activities
(letter d, paragraph 13.1) and their linkages to international requirements and the multi-year
statistical programme. The programme shall also include planned internal or external
assessments of the functioning of all or parts of the National Statistical System.

13.6  The programme shall list all existing and planned statistical registers (letter e, paragraph
13.1).

ARTICLE 14 - ADOPTION OF STATISTICAL PROGRAMMES

14.1  The National Statistical Office shall submit the multi-year and the annual statistical
programmes to the Statistical Council for opinion and subsequently to the government for
adoption as [insert the correct term of the secondary legal act] no later than [2-3] months
before the start of the reference period of the programme. The Statistical Council shall provide
its opinion to the government.

14.2  When approving the statistical programmes, the government shall not interfere with
issues covered by professional independence, or with statistical activities of autonomous
national authorities.

14.3 The Producers of Official Statistics shall be granted adequate human, financial and
technical resources necessary for the implementation of the statistical programmes.

CHAPTER VI - DATA COLLECTION

ARTICLE 15 - MANDATE FOR DATA COLLECTION

15.1  The Producers of Official Statistics shall be entitled to select data sources based on
professional considerations and collect the necessary data to compile official statistics directly
from respondents if sufficient data are not already available in the National Statistical System
and cannot be obtained from existing data, for example those maintained by national and local
authorities outside the National Statistical System.

15.2 Data collection shall be designed with due consideration to quality of statistics, costs of
data provision and response burden.

15.83 Irrespective of the data collection methods and sources, data obtained by Producers of
Official Statistics are under their ownership and shall be processed, stored and disseminated in
full compliance with the provisions of the present Law.



15.4  Within the limits of the provisions on statistical confidentiality in Articles 20-26,
Producers of Official Statistics may share data and metadata within the National Statistical
System to avoid any duplication of data collection and improve the quality of official statistics.

ARTICLE 16 - RESPONDENTS

16.1 Respondents shall be informed about the purpose and scope of statistical surveys and
the measures to ensure confidentiality of data.

16.2 The participation in statistical surveys is compulsory for [private and public entities].
The participation of persons, households and all other respondents in a given statistical survey
can be declared compulsory in the annual statistical programme for all or some of the
respondents, and for all or some of the questions.

16.3 Information provided in a statistical survey shall be truthful and submitted within the
required timeframe, in the required format and free of charge. [In exceptional cases, the
Producer of Official Statistics may decide to remunerate household respondents to a survey
that imposes a significant burden.]

16.4 The Producers of Official Statistics are entitled to follow up with respondents if no reply
is received by the deadline, or if inconsistencies or gaps are detected.

ARTICLE 17 - ACCESS TO ADMINISTRATIVE DATA

17.1  All national and local authorities are obliged to provide the Producers of Official
Statistics, free of charge, with data in their possession at the level of detail necessary for the
production of official statistics and with the metadata that enable assessing data quality.
Special confidentiality or secrecy provisions in other legislation cannot be invoked unless the
legislation explicitly excludes the use of data for statistical purposes.

17.2 If the providers of administrative data plan to develop a new data collection or carry out
a major revision in their data collection or processing in a way that may affect data provided for
official statistics, they shall consult the National Statistical Office and, where appropriate, the
Other Producers of Official Statistics, in advance of the decision.

ARTICLE 18 - CENSUSES

18.1 Census means the operation that produces, for some characteristics on the basis of
exhaustive enumeration, data on the size and structure of the population, housing, economic
units, buildings or farms.

18.2 The present Law shall be fully applicable to all census operations. Census data may be
obtained from statistical surveys, from administrative and other data sources, or from a
combination of these. Participation in censuses is compulsory for all respondents.

18.3 Census operations shall be regulated in more detail in [name of the legal act]. [The legal
act shall specify the public bodies outside the National Statistical System that shall contribute



to census operations at central, regional and local levels. It also regulates the characteristics
and identifiers to be collected in censuses.]

ARTICLE 19 - STATISTICAL REGISTERS

19.1  The National Statistical Office may establish and maintain statistical registers, to be
used exclusively for statistical purposes. Statistical registers refer to lists of statistical units and
their characteristics, including identifiers that are necessary for statistical production.

CHAPTERVII - STATISTICAL CONFIDENTIALITY

ARTICLE 20 - DATA SUBJECT TO STATISTICAL CONFIDENTIALITY

20.1 Individual data subject to confidentiality, as defined in paragraph 3.1 f, are those that
allow natural or legal persons to be identified, either directly or indirectly, thereby disclosing
individual information. In addition, the following aggregated data are subject to statistical
confidentiality:

(a) Aggregates composed of 1 to 3 units, when the unit is a natural or legal person, if one of
these units could be identified indirectly, thereby disclosing individual data about this unit.
Aggregates composed of more than 3 units may be declared confidential by the Chief
Statistician if required to ensure statistical confidentiality;

(b) Information declared as a state secret on the basis of [name of the legal act].

20.2  Statistics referring to national or local authorities are not protected by statistical
confidentiality, unless declared as state secrets. The Chief Statistician can waive the protection
of statistical confidentiality for other legal persons of the public sector.

ARTICLE 21 - EXCLUSIVE USE FOR STATISTICAL PURPOSES

21.1  Individual data shall not be used for any investigation, surveillance, legal proceedings,
administrative decisionmaking or other similar handling of matters concerning a natural or a
legal person by any authorities or international organizations.

ARTICLE 22 - SECURE DATA PROCESSING AND STORAGE

22.1  Each Producer of Official Statistics shall protect individual data, confidential aggregates
and statistics prior to their release and take all necessary regulatory, administrative, technical
and organizational measures to prevent access by unauthorised persons.

22.2  The Producers of Official Statistics may process and store individual data with
identifiers for the time necessary for statistical purposes. All original data collection forms that
include identifiers shall be destroyed as soon as they are no longer needed for statistical
purposes.



Article 23 - Access to individual data of the National Statistical System

23.1  Producers of Official Statistics shall not disclose individual data to any users, except as
outlined in paragraph 23.2 and Article 24 on public use files and access to individual data for
research purposes.

23.2  Producers of Official Statistics may produce and release to the public sets of individual
data only if the data have been processed so that identifiers have been removed and natural or
legal persons cannot be identified in any way, either directly or indirectly. To determine whether
a natural or legal person is indirectly identifiable, account shall be taken of all relevant means
that might reasonably be used.

23.3 The National Statistical Office is entitled to receive from Other Producers of Official
Statistics

individual data, including identifiers. All such transmissions shall be documented.

23.4  Other Producers of Official Statistics may receive the following individual data from the
National Statistical Office exclusively for statistical purposes in their respective area of
competence in official statistics:

(a) Individual data exclusively without identifiers that allow a natural or legal person to be
identified;
(b) Statistical units with identifiers exclusively from statistical registers, as listed in the

annual statistical programme.

23.5 Each such transmission shall be authorized by the Chief Statistician and the conditions
documented in a mutually signed agreement. A list of all such transmissions shall be made
publicly available.

ARTICLE 24 - ACCESS TO CONFIDENTIAL DATA FOR RESEARCH PURPOSES

24.1  Producers of Official Statistics may, on request, grant access to their individual data for
independent scientific research projects.

24.2 The dataforresearch purposes cannot include identifiers. The data shall be limited to
the data necessary for the research purpose.

24.3 Before the Chief Statistician authorizes access to individual data subject to statistical
confidentiality, it shall be ensured that the receiving party has the technical infrastructure and
organizational framework for the protection of confidential data in compliance with the present
Law.

24.4  If authorisation is granted, all persons who will participate in the handling of data during
the research project shall sign a contract so as to commit:

(a) Not to attempt to identify natural or legal persons by any means, including by matching
data with other individual data;



(b) Not to disclose any individual data to unauthorised persons or to use them for purposes
other than those indicated in the request;

(c) Not to disclose any aggregates derived from the individual data that may allow indirect
identification of units;

(d) To quote the source in all published products;
(e) To destroy the individual data once the research project is completed.

24.5 The Producers of Official Statistics may set a price as a compensation for the additional
costs incurred by preparing the data, as regulated in [name of the legal act].

24.6 Alist of all such transmissions shall be made available on request.

ARTICLE 25 - CONFIDENTIALITY COMMITMENTS

25.1 A confidentiality commitment shall be signed upon taking up functions in official
statistics by:

(a) All regular and temporary staff of the National Statistical Office and Other Producers of
Official Statistics;

(b) Persons from outside the National Statistical System who are involved in census
operations;
(c) Any other persons who are authorised to access data subject to statistical

confidentiality.

25.2 The commitment remains binding even after the cessation of the person’s functions
listed in paragraph 25.1.

ARTICLE 26 - SUBCONTRACTING

26.1  The Producers of Official Statistics may subcontract parts of tasks of statistical
production to a third party only when the full protection of statistical confidentiality can be
ensured. Third parties shall use and maintain the data exclusively for the operations and only for
the duration defined in the subcontract.

CHAPTER VIII - QUALITY OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS

ARTICLE 27 - QUALITY COMMITMENT

27.1  The Producers of Official Statistics shall be committed to continually assessing and
improving the quality of official statistics in terms of relevance, accuracy, reliability, timeliness,
punctuality, transparency, clarity, coherence and comparability.



27.2  To guarantee quality, official statistics shall be developed, produced and disseminated
on the basis of common standards and harmonized methods on the scope, concepts,
definitions, units and classifications of official statistics. This shall be done in compliance with
the principles laid down in Articles 3-4 of the present Law and internationally agreed statistical
standards and recommendations.

27.3 To improve the quality of official statistics, the Producers of Official Statistics shall be
entitled to edit and validate data, combine data from different sources, carry out record linking
and matching of individual data exclusively for statistical purposes and use statistical
estimation techniques to fill gaps.

27.4  The Producers of Official Statistics shall document sources and methods used in the
production process, as well as the resulting data sets, in a standardised way. Users shall be
kept informed about the sources and methods of statistical production and quality of statistical
outputs through metadata.

ARTICLE 28 - QUALITY ASSESSMENT

28.1  Users shall be regularly consulted regarding the quality of official statistics.

28.2 The Producers of Official Statistics shall seek feedback from respondents to improve the
quality of data.

28.3 The Producers of Official Statistics may collaborate with the scientific community to
assess and improve statistical methodology and encourage analytical work using official
statistics.

28.4  Assessments of the institutional environment, processes and outputs of the National
Statistical System may be carried out by internal and external experts.

CHAPTER IX - DISSEMINATION

ARTICLE 29 - STATISTICAL RELEASES

29.1  Official statistics shall be disseminated in a timely and punctual manner in full
compliance with Articles 29-30 and the principles in Articles 3-4 of the present Law, particularly
in respect of protecting statistical confidentiality and ensuring equal and simultaneous access
as required under the principle of impartiality.

29.2  Each Producer of Official Statistics shall establish and make public an advance release
calendar that indicates the planned dates and times for the releases of official statistics. Any
expected divergence from the advance release calendar shall be communicated to the public
before the planned release date. A new date for the release shall be set within reasonable time
and made public.



29.3 Releases of official statistics shall be accompanied by metadata and explanatory
comments, and access shall be granted to all users free of charge. The Producers of Official
Statistics may set the price of printed publications and other material, as regulated in [name of
the legal act].

29.4  Official statistics shall be clearly distinguished from any other statistics when released.

29.5 Errors discovered in released official statistics shall be corrected, and the corrections
shall be released and communicated to users at the earliest possible time.

29.6 Users are entitled to use official statistics and the related metadata in their own
products with indication of the data source.

ARTICLE 30 - DISSEMINATION POLICY
30.1 The National Statistical Office shall establish:

(a) A coordinated dissemination policy with transparent procedures to be applied across
the National Statistical System;

(b) A unified terminology for dissemination of all official statistics.

30.2 Preliminary releases of statistics that will be subject to later revision shall be clearly
labelled as provisional.

30.3 Majorrevisions due to changes in methods shall be notified publicly in advance.

CHAPTER X - STATISTICAL SERVICES

ARTICLE 31 - PROVISION OF STATISTICAL PROCESSING SERVICES

31.1  Oncustomers’ request, the Producers of Official Statistics may provide statistical
processing services using data in their possession. Statistical processing services shall not
jeopardize the production and quality of official statistics or the credibility of the National
Statistical System.

31.2 Customers shall bear the additional costs of statistical processing services in
compliance with the price set by the Producer of Official Statistics, as regulated in [name of the
legal act].

31.3 The public shall be informed of statistical processing services that are carried out
regularly. Results of any statistical services that are provided without compensation, including
their metadata, shall be made publicly available.

31.4 Theresults of statistical processing services are not considered official statistics.

31.5 The confidentiality provisions of Articles 20-26 and the quality provisions of Articles 27-
28 of the present Law shall fully apply to the provision of statistical processing services.



ARTICLE 32 - PROVISION OF DATA COLLECTION SERVICES

32.1 The Chief Statistician may agree to collect specific data on the request of an
international, national or local authority. Provision of data collection services shall not
jeopardize the production and quality of official statistics or the credibility of the National
Statistical System.

32.2  Authorities mentioned in paragraph 32.1 shall bear the additional costs of data
collection services in compliance with the price set by the Producer of Official Statistics, as
regulated in [name of the legal act].

32.3 Results of data collection services shall be made public. A list of all activities that
involve the provision of data collection services shall be mentioned in the implementation
report of the annual statistical programme.

32.4 Theresults of data collection services are not considered official statistics.

32.5 Responding to surveys carried out to provide data collection services under this Article
cannot be declared compulsory for respondents. The other provisions concerning statistical
surveys in Articles 15-18, the confidentiality provisions of Articles 20-26 and the quality
provisions of Articles 27-28 of the present Law shall fully apply to the provision of data
collection services.

CHAPTER XI - INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

ARTICLE 33 - PARTICIPATION IN INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION

33.1 The National Statistical Office, and Other Producers of Official Statistics in their
respective areas of competence, shall actively participate in international work to develop and
implement statistical standards and recommendations.

33.2 The National Statistical Office shall be the focal point for all technical cooperation
activities in official statistics, as well as for all assessments initiated by international
organizations that concern official statistics irrespective of the statistical domain and producer.

ARTICLE 34 - INTERNATIONAL TRANSMISSION OF DATA

34.1 The National Statistical Office shall coordinate the transmission of official statistics to
international organizations and authorities of foreign countries.

CHAPTER XII - INFRINGEMENTS



ARTICLE 35 - VIOLATION OF STATISTICAL CONFIDENTIALITY

35.1  Violations of the confidentiality provisions laid down in Articles 20-26 of the present Law
shall be prosecuted as regulated in [name of the legal act, such as the Criminal Code].

35.2  Any person or organization with access to data before its release, or to data subject to
statistical confidentiality, using this information for purposes other than those authorized by the
present Law, shall be prosecuted as regulated in [name of the legal act for example for
transactions at financial markets for abuse of insider information].

ARTICLE 36 - FAILURE TO FULFIL THE OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE DATA

36.1  Anyrespondent obliged to provide data who either wilfully fails to provide data, in spite
of having been reminded, or who wilfully provides false data, may be fined as regulated in [name
of the legal act].

CHAPTERXIII - RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LEGISLATION

ARTICLE 37 - ARTICLES ON STATISTICS IN OTHER LEGISLATION

37.1  Anyother legal act making reference to official statistics shall be adapted to comply
with the present Law. Any party preparing legislation that may affect statistical data or activities
shall consult the National Statistical Office for its opinion. In case of conflicting legislation, the
provisions of the present Law or another act based on or mentioned in the present Law shall
apply. Statistics produced by authorities according to their own regulatory frameworks that do
not comply with the provisions of the present Law are not considered official statistics.

37.2 The development, production and dissemination of data shall respect the provisions of
[names of the legal act, such as Act on the Openness of Government Activities, Archives Act
etc.] only if these are not in conflict with the present Law.

37.3 Therelationship between the present Law and the Personal Data Act is as follows [....... ]-

CHAPTER XIV - ENTRY INTO FORCE

ARTICLE 38 - TRANSITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS AND ENTRY INTO FORCE

38.1  [With the exception of Article Z, paragraph Z and Article Y, paragraph Y] The present Law
shall enter into force [date]. [Article Z, paragraph Z] shall enter into force [date] and [Article Y,
paragraph Y] shall enter into force [date].

38.2 Atthe same time as the present Law enters into force:

(a) [name of the legal act, such as the Statistical Law of a certain date] and



(b) [name of the legal act] will cease to have effect.



